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State  evangelism  conf.  offers  diverse  ministries 

Tony  Martin 
Associate  Editor 


'Something  for  everyone"  might 
be  the  term  mat  best  describes  the 
2010  Mississippi  Baptist  State 
Evangelism  Conference,  held  Jan. 
31  -  Feb.  1  at  First  Church,  Biloxi. 

The  event,  sponsored  by  the 
Evangelism  Department  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board,  kicked  off  Sunday  night. 
Praise  and  worship  was  led  by 
Michael  Sharp  along  with  the  First 
Church  choir  and  orchestra  Tony 
Merida,  teaching  pastor  of  Temple 
Church,  Hattiesburg,  brought  the 
message.  Merida  was  on  the  min¬ 
istry-based  faculty  of  New  Orleans 
Seminary,  served  as  the  Dean  of  the 
Chapel  at  New  Orleans,  and  was 
senior  pastor  at  First  Church, 
Kenner,  La. 

Merida  preached  again  Monday 
following  praise  and  wot- 
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Annual  March  for  Life  inundates  Washington 


WASHINGTON  (BP)— Tens 

of  thousands  of  pro-life  Vt  V  t, 

Americans  marched  in  the  U  S 

capital  on  the  anniversary  of  \Si\i 

the  nationwide  legalization  of  a'  " f 

abortion  with  fresh  encourage-  •jiSiSV  ruETz 

ment  for  their  cause.  Wr/  /  y 

In  fact.  Southern  Baptist 

ethicist  Richard  Land  said  ne  is  "***^~^mfr**  " 

more  convinced  than  ever  that  _ _  xVlwCi  X 

the  Supreme  Court's  legaliza-  a^~ 
tion  of  abortion  will  be  A  f 

reversed  in  his  lifetime.  ? 

Meanwhile,  President  f  Jfia.  I 

Obama  reaffirmed  on  the  same  wm^  J4 

support  a 
"fundamental  constitutional 

right  to  choose  whether  to  have  »•  Y?*  _ 

an  abortion."  •*  ,  \K  ’ 

Ihe  annual  March  for  Life  W^BttkS£Kj&  ' 

and  the  president's  statement  aM|  TjlL-  c 

came  "i>n  the  17th  anniversa:>  Wtimmf  ,  *•  |g 

of  the  Roe  v  Wade  decision  In  >  S 

Koe  and  Hoc-  v  Bolton,  a  com  '3 '%*$’ 

panion  opinion  issued  on  the 

same  dav  the  Supreme  Court  ki 

announced  rulings  that  struck  ‘ 

down  all  state  bans  on  abortion 

and  had  the  effect  of  legalizing  IfT V  'f ’/■•'■■vV'-''''  ^ 

abortion  throughout  pregnan  .JSlv 

cv  for  virtually  all  reasons  Ml 

5?feP!h^L«  MARCH  FOR  LIFE  -  Tens  of  thous 
afterScxi^Xw  s^^g)?  of  the  nationwide  kfg^ization  of  a 

won  a  special  Senate  election  in 

Massachusetts  to  become  the  tion  clinic  in  the  Western 
41st  Republican  and  end  the  Hemisphere. 

Democrats'  filibuster-proof  "Many  of  the  marchers  were 
majority  in  the  chamber.  In  the  young  people  —  people  bom 
aftermath,  support  for  an  sinceRoe,  Land  told  Baptist 
Obama- backed  health  care  Press.  "Many  earned  signs  that 
reform  bffl  that  fnetndcs  fleeter-  srtt  W  wnlfW 
al  funding  of  abortion  won't  survive  us.’  And  1  think 
appeared  in  serious  jeopardy.  that's  true.  •  public  aj 

Roe's  anniversary  also  rol-  "And  let's  remember  that  consider! 
lowed  a  year  in  which  pro-life  only  half  of  that  37-and-  debate 
public  opinion  increased.  A  younger  crowd  are  eligible  reform,  f 
Gallup  Poll  in  May  showed  51  yet  to  vote,"  he  said.  "Every  for  mon 
percent  of  adults  said  they  are  year  a  new  group  of  dispro-  gams  Im 
pro-life,  while  42  percent  iden-  portionately  pro-life  voters  Unlik. 
tified  themselves  as  pro-choice  enters  the  electorate.  did  not  s 


BAPTISTS 


The  Second 
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"Many  observers  were 
willing  to  dismiss  abortion 
opponents  just  twelve  months 
ago,  after  the  2006  election,' 
New  said.  "Instead  the  pro- 


2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repeat.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(7  believe  im  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  0 
rrcrtvr  Christ  ms  my  Smvior 
mud  Lord.) 


One  of  the  most  significant  goals  of  the  1976  Bold  Mission  Thrust  ini¬ 
tiative  is  reached  on  schedule  as  the  North  American  Mission  Board 

reaches  the  level  of  3000  active  missionaries. 


to  Arm  fir 


stration  outside  a  nearly  com¬ 
pleted  Planned  Parenthood 
center  in  Houston  that  pro-lif¬ 
ers  say  will  be  die  largest  abor- 


The  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  plans  to  receive 
$100,000  on  Feb.  21  by  special  offering  to  completely  remodel  equip, 
and  furnish  Gulfshore  Assembly. 


{ 


Celebrating  life  during  the  Super  Bowl 


The  Women's  Media  Center 
and  their  consortium  have  a 
Pavloian  response  to  anything 
that  smacks  of  pro-life.  They  are 
attempting  a  pre-emptive  strike. 

Not  even  (mowing  the  content  of 

the  ad,  and  viewing  Focus  on 
the  Family  through  some  twist¬ 
ed  paradigm,  their  response  is 


Forget  fust  a  moment  any  feelings  you  will  be  "celebrate  family, 

may  have  about  Tim  Tebow,  the  Florida  celebrate  life."  Sounds  HBHQMHH 
Gators  —  good,  bad,  or  indifferent  pretty  positive  to  me  B^  ^B 
(Tebow,  for  those  of  you  who  are  indifferent  Here's  where  it  gets  JB3 

or  might  be  savrng  "huh?",  was  quartirback  interesting.  The  National  Bl  B 

for  the  Gators,  is  a  Meisman  Trophv  winner.  Organization  for  Women  B  8m 

the  first  college  player  to  both  rush  and  pass  and  the  Feminist  Majority  V  *  ^mSL 
for  20  touchdowns  in  a  single  season,  and  Foundation  have  joined  B  dB 

the  son  of  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  )  with  the  Women's  Media  B 
Them  are  plenty  of  fine  young  Christian  Center  to  ask  CBS — which  /  ■■■ 

men  who  have  shown  themselves  to  be  hon  has  the  broadcast  rights  to  ^Bj  j\  BHB 
orable  leaders  both  on  and  off  the  the  Super  Bowl  this  year  — 
field,  but  Tebow  is  probably  the  to  kill  the  ad  A  letter  from  I  i  *BBB 
best  known  nationally  the  Women's  Media  Center  Bk- 

Let's  focus  instead  on  his  states,  in  part  "By  offering  WmdgeSaBm 
family  and,  specifically,  his  one  of  the  most  coveted  HHBBj 
mother.  Tebow  was  bom  on  advertising  spots  of  the 
August  14,  1987  in  Manilla  in  year  to  an  anti-equality,  pirn  and  Pj 
the  Philippines,  to  Bob  and  Pam  anti-choke,  homophobic 

Tebow,  who  were  serving  as  organization,  CBS  is  aligning  iteself  with  a 
missionaries  at  the  time.  While  political  stance  that  will  damage  its  reputa- 
pregnant,  Pam  suffered  a  life-  hon,  alienate  viewers,  and  discourage  con- 
threatening  infection  with  a  sumers  from  supporting  its  shows  and 
pathogenic  amoeba.  Because  of  advertisers."  Sight  unseen,  these  groups 
the  drugs  used  to  rouse  her  have  made  this  ad  -  which  is  to  run  at  least 
from  a  coma  and  to  treat  her  twice  Feb.  7,  during  the  pregame  and  the 
dysentery,  the  fetus  experienced  game  itself  -  an  object  of  scorn,  elevating  it  to 
a  severe  placental  abruption,  the  level  of  a  terrorist  threat.  Nice. 

Doctors  expected  a  stillbirth  Gary  Schneeberger,  vice  president  of 
and  recommended  an  abortion  media  relations  for  Focus  on  the  Family, 
to  protect  her  life.  She  carried  said,  "We've  been  working  with  them 

Tim  to  term,  and  both  survived.  (CBS]  for  months.  They've  seen  the  rather  than  a  political  one?" 
it  entering  into  the  debate  over  script,  they've  approved  the  script  and  Many  people  just  watch  ( 
National  Football  League  they  know  full  well  who  Focus  on  the  because  of  me  clever  corr 
r  let's  look  instead  at  the  adver-  Family  is  and  what  we  stand  for.  They  going  to  be  refreshing  this  y 
featuring  Pam  and  Tim  which  is  know  that  some  people  are  ideologically  midst  of  beer  and  Viagra 
be  aired  during  the  Super  Bowl  not  aligned  with  some  of  the  things  we  we'll  witness  an  ad  celeb  rat 
*  *d,  produced  by  Focus  on  the  believe.  They  know  all  that,  and  we  have  life.  "I  know  some  people  w 
as  created  plenty  of  buzz  and  a  contract  with  them.  There's  been  no  it,"  said  Tim  Tebow,  "but  I  tf 
troversy.  The  Colorado-based  hurtles  up  to  this  point  and  we  don't  least  respect  that  I  stand 
organization  will  only  say  that  the  theme  expect  there  will  be.  >  believe."  You  go,  Tim. 


Associate 
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one  of  the  oldest  and  most  lam*' 
C?  in  the  book.  Their  claim  is  that 

L  S^B  the  ad  will  be  "devisive."  Want 
B  to  know  how  to  translate  that1 

M,*  They  are  saying,  "We  are  going 
•  ^^B  to  accuse  you  of  being  devisive 

because  we  don’t  like  what 
BBi  you're  saying."  Hey,  if  these 
Tebow  organizations  are  so  "pro- 
choice,"  then  why  the  outcry 
■Bi^^^B  over  an  ad  that  shows  one  of  those  choices, 

Mdll  damage  its  reputa-  Le.,  the  choke  to  not  terminate  a  pregnancy7 

My  snarky  response  to  these  people  s, 
orting  its  shows  and  "Fine.  Go  buy  your  own  ad  if  you  don't  like 
unseen,  these  groups  this  one."  My  (hopefully)  more  reasoned 

’d  be,  "Whether  you  agree 
of  Focus  on  the  Family  and, 
rson  or  group  advocating  the 
inborn  life,  can  you  not  cele- 
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Guest  Opinion 


for  those  who  do  wrong.  Do 
you  want  to  be  free  from  fear 
of  the  one  in  authority?  Then 
do  what  is  right  and  he  will 
commend  you.  For  he  is 
God's  sei  vant  to  do  you  good 
But  if  you  do  wrong,  be 
afraid,  for  he  does  not  bear 
the  sword  for  nothing.  He  is 
God’s  servant,  an  agent  of 
wrath  to  bring  punishment  on 


r  w  robust  debates,  carefully 
worded  press  conferences, 
volatile  town  hall  meetings,  peti¬ 
tion  drives,  and  grassroots  rallies 
and  protests  as  Americans  wres¬ 
tle  with  proposed  and  sometimes 
enacted  policies  coming  out  of 


Providing  for  the 
Needs  of  People , 
Parti 

By  Alan  McCullough, 
pastor,  First  Church,  Canton 


EDITOa  EMtRITUS 


bring  punishment  on 
the  wrongdoer.  (NTV) 

In  tfxe  book,  "Love  Your  God 
with  All  Your  Mind"  (p.79),  J.P 
Moreland  discusses  the  differ 
enoe  between  a  negative  right 
(the  belief  that  a  stares  duty  is  to 
protect  from)  and  a  positive  right 
(die  belief  that  a  state's  duty  is  to 


i,  bUlion  eoonomic  aj>d  the  innate  needs  of  man.  States  Constitution  one  reads 

11 5^  &&  t°KuVe  m _,Americ)  »he  People  of  the  United 

who  humbly  understand  States,  in  Onfer  to  form  a  more 
, 61x15  the  price  paid  to  gam  and  perfect  Union,  establish  Justice, 
iwfJu?1  “"“denng  defend  our  liberties,  also  realize  insure  domestic  Tranquility 

health  care  legislation  thatpoten-  that  democracy  best  affords  provide  for  die  gove 

bally  will  give  government  more  nr  ankind  the  liberty  to  pursue  defense,  promote  the  eeneral 
amtrol  over  medical  chokes  in  his  potential  as  an  individual  Welfare,  — ■*  ®  -* 


secure  the  would  apj 
5  of  Liberty  to  our-  133,4  that  s 
nd  our  Posterity,  do  to  protect  tl 
and  establish  this  what  is  gcx 
to  Constitution  for  the  United  citizens 
ht.  States  of  America."  protections 

The  BID  of  Rights  was  written  writing  anc 
of  to  further  declare  what  a  citizen's  laws  mainl 

freedoms  would  indude  and  to  taiy  and  ai 
prevent  government  From  and  ensurin 
infringing  on  these  rights.  writer's  opi 

Romans  13:1-7  speaks  to  how  was  not  ac 
followers  of  Jesus  are  to  relate  to  all/fix  all/p 
any  government  they  find  them-  zens.  Whe 
selves  under.  For  the  stated  pur-  goes  beyor 
pose  of  this  writer  notice  in  vers-  pies  to  dec 
es  3  and  4,  the  limited  role  God  need,  deni 
gives  to  government  to  protect  right*  and 
nghts  of  its  citizens:  provider  of 

"For  rulers  hold  no  terror  b  .gins  to  e 
for  those  who  do  right,  but  rodes,  it  is 


umes  on  pragmabc  pate  in  God's  purposes  on  earth. 
®  ky  **)dng,  Did  it  God  created  human  beings 
or  ^Vill  it  work?" ,  a  to  be  five  and  government  to 
fundamental  question  protect  this  God-given  right, 
■ns  should  be  asking  is.  These  truths  are  recorded  in 
s  the  role  of  government  our  nation's  Charters  c.' 
life  of  its  citizens?"  For  Freedom.  In  The  Declaration 
n  Americans,  we  turn  to  of  Independence  one  reads: 
e  for  guidance.  "We  hold  these  truths  to  be  self- 

Bible  doesn't  endorse  evident,  that  all  men  are  creat- 
bcular  system  of  govern-  ed  equal,  that  they  are 
aid's  people  have  lived  endowed  by  their  Creator  with 
dynasties,  empires,  certain  unalienable  Rights,  that 
tries  and  theocracies  to  among  these  are  life.  Liberty 
few.  We  read  of  different  and  the  pursuit  of  Happiness.— 
rulers:  governors,  kings.  That  to  secure  these  rights, 
princes,  pharaohs,  and  Governments  are  instituted 
rs.  The  Bible  does  speak  among  Men,  deriving  their  just 
I  creating  man,  what  powers  from  the  consent  of  the 


Revivals  and 
Homecomings 


directly  into  Pbrt-Au-Prinoe, 
but  there's  no  assurance  of 
that  any  time  soon." 


together  and  take  cues  from  the  vide  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  retun 

Haitian  pastors."  Haiti  people,"  Canon  added.  the  fc 

Fritz  Wilson  and  Dennis  Cason  said  the  challenges  of  Tn 
Wilbanks  of  the  Florida  Baptist  responding  to  the  Haiti  earth-  Port-, 
Convention  —  who  just  returned  quake  are  significant  —  especial-  an  at 

from  their  first  trip  to  Haiti  to  ly  in  the  area  of  security.  only 

assess  damage  and  ministry  NAMB  disa^pr  rehef  coortb-  whid 
opportunities—  returned  Jan.  29,  natar  Bruce  Pos*  who  also  just  craft 

according  to  Mickey  Caison.  returned  from  Haiti  as  a  merrier  take 


*A  second  cross-SBC  disas¬ 
ter  relief  team  meeting  an  Haiti 
is  scheduled  for  Feb  11-12  at 
NAMBs  offices  in  Alpharetta. 
Ga,"  Caison  noted.  He  also 
predicted  NAMB  will  open  its 


Haiti. 

o  Checks  should  be  made  payable  to 
MBCB,  with  “Haiti  Earthquake 
Relief"  noted  on  the  memo  line,  and 
mailed  to: 

Mtsstsson  Battet  Convention  Board 
Haiti  Disaster  Reub 
P.O.  Box  530 
Jackson,  MS  39205 

o  Fully  100%  of  the  donations  (every 
penny)  will  be  used  directly  to  aid 
Haiti  earthquake  victims. 


5.  Share  Contact  Information 

o  Many  of  our  Mississippi  Ba] 
Churches  already  have  partners 
and  connections  w-th  Ba| 
Churches  in  Haiti.  If  yt  -r  ch 
has  a  pre-exist¬ 
ing  connection 
to  a  church  or 
ministry  /»''  U 

a  m 


share  ‘  that  IPBASTCR  RELIEF | 

information 

with  the  Disaster  Relief  Ministry  of 
the  MS  Baotist  Convention  Board. 
601-292-33^*  or  e-mail  haitidisaster- 
ielief*mbcb.org  -  THANK  YOU 


Wm  |  M  Mi 
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Our.  A  -  B 

Haw  fen  w*h  cryptography  and 
ewerdte  your  Bible  knowledge  A 
King  lamet  torsion  Bible  verse  hat 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
weeki  puzzle:  Third  lohn  Eleven 


*# 


The  Care  and  Feeding 
of  a  Pastor 

Soon  after  Christmas  I  savvan 
article  addressing  the  problems 
related  to  what  happens  to  ani¬ 
mals  that  were  given  as  gifts 
during  Christmas.  It  happens 
around  a  lot  of  significant  holi¬ 
days  that  someone  is  moved  to 
give  a  friend,  a  grandchild,  or 
another  member  of  the  family  a 
puppy,  a  cat  a  duck,  or  a  cute 
baby  alligator.  '  It  seems  like  a 
good  idea  at  the  time  but  over 
time  the  problems  begin  to 
mount  as  to  what  you  do  with 
this  creature  that  has  moved  into 
your  living  space.  Sometimes 
rather  than  a  harmonious  rela¬ 
tionship  taking  place,  the  newly 
acquired  pet  is  neglected  or  even 
rejected.  It  may  end  up  sick  or 
maimed,  killed  or  left  in  a  shel¬ 
ter.  What  started  out  as  such  a 
happv  thought  ends  in  inde¬ 
scribable  conditions. 

At  times,  it  seems  that  the  rela¬ 
tionship  between  pastor  and 
church  family  can  be  described 
the  same  way.  From  Baptists,  to 

Methodists,  to  Presbyterians,  and  i 
to  any  and  every  other  kind  of  < 
dmrcn  body  you  want  to  name,  it 
seems  to  be  a  struggle  to  keep  1 
pastor  and  church  relationships  i 
healthy.  It  might  be  helpful  it  a 
book  was  written  on  The  Care  and 
Feeding  cf  a  Pastor.  I  am  sure  there  j 
are  a  number  of  books  that  no  i 
doubt  6D  that  nitch  but  they  often  ' 
go  unknown,  unread,  or  unhecd  t 
ed.  Like  the  cute  little  pet  < 
acquired  for  the  family,  every-  i 
body  is  excited  and  expectant  1 
about  the  arrival  of  a  new  pastor; 


years  it  does  not  seem  to  be  the 
great  blessing  that  everyone 
thought  it  was  going  to  be 

Statistics  describing  the  rela¬ 
tionship  and  especially  those 
numbers  related  to  pastors,  who 
are  forced  out  of  a  job,  are  hard 
to  come  by.  Sometimes  it  is  a 
subtle,  unseen  pressure  that 
moves  a  man  out  and  sends  him 
on  his  way.  It  is  a  problem  all 
across  our  state,  all  across  our 
convention  and,  in  fact  all 
across  the  evangelical  world.  In 
this  article  let  me  try  to  address 
the  issue  in  three  areas. 

The  Reality  of  the  Problem — 
It  is  not  easy  to  be  the  pastor  of  a 
church.  At  times  the  pressures 
are  great  but  even  when  they  are 
not  strong  they  are  unrelenting. 
There  is  nowhere  that  a  pastor 
can  go  and  there  is  nothing  that 
he  can  do  to  totally  escape  the 
pressures  with  which  he  deals. 
While  doing  any  task  in  ministry, 
you  are  at  the  same  time  strug¬ 
gling  with  the  need  of  being 
some  other  place,  tending  to 
some  other  needs,  or  preparing 
for  events  that  are  just  ahead.  U 
by  chance  you  are  not  where  you 
need  to  be  all  of  the  time  and  do 


‘Directiims 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


ingly  unrelentingly  carry  out  a 
campaign  to  terminate  Lje  often 
unsuspecting  pastor. 

Several  years  ago  a  national 
survey  on  forced  terminations 
revealed  that  23%  of  the  pastors 
who  responded  said  that  they 
had  been  forced  to  resign  at 
least  once.  Forty-three  percent 
of  those  who  were  surveyed 
said  that  they  had  been  forced 
to  resign  because  of  a  faction  in 
the  church.  There  are  no  per¬ 
fect  pastors  and  no  perfect 
churcnes.  No  two  situations 
are  the  same  and  no  one  is 


it  is  not  a  blessing  to  the  church. 

I  am  certainly  aware  that  there 
are  issues  and  moral  failures  that 
disqualify  a  man  from  serving  as 
a  pastor  and  the  church  may 
have  to  deal  with  that,  but  what  I 
see  far  more  than  those  issues  are 
what  people  use  to  call  personal¬ 
ity  conflicts.  Oftentimes  they  are 
just  personal  dislikes  and  unreal¬ 
istic  expectations.  The  pastor 
who  lias  all  of  the  spiritual  gifts, 
can  cram  48  hours  into  every  day, 
and  live  with  an  inexhaustible 
supply  of  energy,  is  a  rare  bird. 
Even  then  he  may  occasionally 
get  his  verb /noun  relationship 


will  get  upset  with  him.  The 
ity  is  that  we  do  have  a  problem. 

The  Spirituality  of  the 
Problem  —  The  diurch/ pastor 


tions  of  you,  it  is  very  possible  for 
them  to  say  (hat  you  are  not  liv¬ 
ing  up  to  your  responsibilities, 
mien  that  takes  place,  what  has 
become  a  reoccurring  problem  in 
American  churches  is  tor  a  signif¬ 
icant  number  of  mean-spin  ted 
individuals  to  rise  up  anaseem- 


The  Baptist  Record 


rMtimUdtji: 

FREE 

CONSULTATION 

601-317-2536 


relationship  is  a  spiritual  experi¬ 
ence.  For  those  or  you  who  may 
treat  calling  a  pastor  and  working 
with  your  pastor  the  same  as  a 
team  calling  a  coach  or  a  compa¬ 
ny  hiring  a  CEO,  with  all  due 
respect  to  you  -  ycxi  are  wrong. 
A  pastor  is  no  better  than  anyone 
else  is,  but  in  the  Kingdom  work, 
the  Lord  has  chosen  and,  in  fact. 
He  says  in  Revelation  1  that  He 
holds  die  pastors  in  His  hand. 
He  guides  mem  and  through  Aw 
unique  process  in  our  Baptist 
churches  both  church  and  pastor 
seek  God's  direction  to  come 
together  to  serve  die  Lord  at  a 
time  and  a  place.  If  it  begins  as  a 
spiritual  pursuit  it  must  continue 
as  a  spiritual  event  to  seek  and 
follow  the  Lord  together. 

It  is  a  dangerous  and  a  dam¬ 
aging  thing  tor  a  pastor  to  mis¬ 
lead  a  congregation.  It  is  equal¬ 
ly  dangerous  and  damaging  for 
a  church  to  abuse  and  disregard 
the  shepherd  that  God  has  sent 
into  their  midst.  I  have  watched 
as  people  have  risen  up  in  right¬ 
eous  indignation  thinking  mat 
they  were  to  lead  the  charge  to 


throw  a  pastor  out  only  to  get 
their  way  and  then  watch  as  die 
church  struggled,  stumbled,  and 
sometime  never  recovered  from 
the  events  of  their  actions.  You 
can  believe  it  or  not,  but  God  is 
able  to  put  pastors  where  He 
wants  them  to  be  and  move 
them  somewhere  else  if  He 
wants  them  to  move. 

A  final  area  of  consideration 
about  this  problem  is  what  we 
do  practically.  There  are  two 
words  that  1  would  suggest  that 
would  help  immensely  in  most 
situations.  One  is  flexibility.  In 
arty  relationship,  there  is  a  give 
and  take  and  there  must  be  a 
willingness  to  understand.  As 
with  a  peat  marriage  it  is  built 
not  on  die  fact  that  two  people 
who  think  exactly  alike  and  Eke 
exactly  die  same  things  come 
together  so  much  as  it  is  Two  peo¬ 
ple  who  are  mature  enough,  love 
enough,  and  are  committed 
enough  to  see  the  differences  in 
each  other,  allow  the  other  some 
spaa;  and  team  from  the  view¬ 
points  that  they  do  not  hold. 

I  have  seen  pastors  whose 
ministry  was  over  before  they 
ever  moved  on  the  field.  It  was 
not  because  they  were  not  good 
men  and  not  because  they  did 
not  try,  but  it  was  because  people. 


about  him  before  he 
ever  arrived.  That  is  not  a  pas¬ 
toral  problem  so  much  as  it  is  a 
lack  of  maturity  problem. 

Another  word  that  I  would 
suggest  along  with  flexibility 


praise  and  celebrate  our  Lord 
tor  providing  us  full,  free,  and 
absolute  forgiveness,  but  we 
are  not  so  good  when  it  comes 
to  dishing  it  out  to  others. 
Because  we  are  all  deficient  and 
sinful  creatures,  we  all  live  with 
die  capability  of  disappointing 
people  around  us  everyday  and 
m  everyway.  If  when  people 
fall  fait  or  falter  for  whatever 
reason  you  simple  write  them 
off,  in  time  you  will  find  out 
that  you  have  to  write  off 
everybody.  The  circle  of  your 
involvement  includes  only  one 
grumpy  soul. 

We  can  do  a  world  of 
Kingdom  good  by  devoting 
ourselves  to  helping  the  sliep- 
herd  that  God  has  sent  among 
us  to  lead  the  flock.  You  be 
the  one  who  will  love  the  pas¬ 
tor,  encourage  him,  protect 
him,  and  thank  God  tor  him. 
The  Lord  will  bless  you  and 
honor  tlie  flock. 

The  author  can  be  contacted  at 
jfutral&mbcbjorg. 


is  forgiveness.  Christians  can 
be  some  of  the  most  unforgiv¬ 
ing  people  on  the  planet.  We 
want  to  be  forgiven.  We  want  to 


FBC  FULTON,  MS  B  SEEKING  A  F/T 

VbtAh  Minister.  Please  send  resumes  to 
P.  O.  Box  400,  Fulton,  Ms.  38843,  or  fax 
to  662-862-5793,  of  E-mail  to 


BETHESOA  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  TERRY, 

Miss.,  seeking  P/T  Vbuth  Minister.  Send 
resumes  to:  Ibuth  Search  Committee, 
1 3628  Midway  Road,  Terry  Miss.  391 70 
or  email:  bethesdaofficeOfaetlsouth.net. 
EMMANUEL  RAPIST  CHURCH  *1 
Greenville,  MS  is  seeking  God's  man  far 
our  full-time  Ibuth  Pastor  position.  We 
are  a  contemporary  styled  Southern 
Baptist  church  in  the  heart  of  the  Deha. 
Send  resumes  to  Mike  Robinson,  3600 
Glendale  Road,  Greenville,  MS  38703. 


BREWER  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  IS 

seeking  a  P/T  Ybuth  and  Children's 
Director  that  can  help  us  prepare 
future  leaders  for  an  eternity,  not  just 
for  today.  Resume's  will  be 
received  through  February  28,  2010. 
Please  send  vour  resume  to  24  Otho 
Sellers  Rd.,  Richton,  MS  39476  or 
email  ynyministrvVyahoo.com 
BETHEL  BAlrilST  CHURCH  IS  SEEK¬ 
ING  a  P/T  Music/Vbuth  Minister. 
Send  resumes  to  Bethel  Baptist 
Church,  c/o  Bill  Finch,  500  S.  Main, 
Water  Valley,  Ms.,  38965-3327  or 
Email  bfinchesVgmail.com.  Tel. 
662-473-3667. 


EVANGELISTIC  ORGANIST/CHCHR 
Director  available  for  Gulf  Coast 
Church.  228-840-7626. 

PUPPETS  FOR  SALE-  12  BIBLICAL 
Characters  and  8  kid  puppets  They 
have  full  bodies  with  legs.  Also  have 
2  stands.  Tout  price  $1000.00  Call 
662-343-5203,  Hamilton,  Miss 
FOR  SALE-  29  PASSENGER  CHURCH 
BUS.  1990  madei-450  ford  chassis 
Sealed  bids  wiH  be  received  until  March 
1,  2010.  C aM  601-764-4177  for  an 
appointment  to  (few  the  bus  with  a  (fe¬ 
ver  from  the  church.  Mail  bids  to:  Bay 
Springs  BaptietQturch,P!p.  Box  ISKJi, 


RAPTBT  CHURCH,  BEARDEN 
(dKbearden.org),  a  large  suburban 
Knoxville, TN  church  with  ties  to  both 
the  SBC  and  the  CBF  is  seeking  a 
senior  pastor.  For  more  information 
about  this  position,  to  apply  or  to  rec¬ 
ommend  a  candidate,  piease  see  the 
church  website  at 

cbcbearden.ora/Dastor  search. shmtl 


’V  :  ".4  ’.V.  '"VIVfgiTT 


Inc.,  old  Bibles  rebound.  Also, 
church  bulletins  and  hymnals.  For 
more  information  call  662  453- 
7424  or  fax  us  at  662-455-6743. 


HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS, 
Meridian.  Design,  fabrication, 
Mir.  Fax  illustrations  to  601-48 
58  or  call  600-368-2705. 


GATLINBURG  CONDO  FOR  RENT: 
2  bd/2ba,  full  kitchen,  walk  to 
pkwy.  S70/nite.  832-922-0401/ 
w4760Vatt.net 


FOR  BEST  RATES  ON:  MEDICARE 
supplements.  Major  Medical  & 
Group  Health  Insurance  plans  as 
well  as  home  and  auto.  Call  Turner 
Insurance  1-800-541-8196  or  visit 
www.tumerinsuranceonline.com. 


STAINED  GLASS:  NEW  WINDOWS 
and  repairs.  Hopper  Stained  Glass, 
lackson,  601 -S02 -0202- 
CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  FREE 
estimates.  Davis  Upholstery.  Quitman, 
(■■■IMK4I17.  


SEBREN'S  SIDING,  JACKSON, 

Christian  owned  All  home  ini  aovemerts, 
vinyl  siding  windows,  metal  and  shingle 
roofs,  patio  covers,  screen  and  glass 
rooms.  601-992-2092,  Don  &  Rita 
Sebren.  owners. 
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MBF  SCHOLARSHIP  MINISTRY 

Honoring  the  Past,  Encouraging  the  Present,  Preparing  for  the  Future 


The  apostle  Paul  expressed  confidence  in  hia  Lord 
when  he  declared.  "And  my  God  $hall  tupply  all  your 
need*  according  to  Hi *  rich**  in  glory  in  Chrut  \c*u*" 
(Philippiana  4:19),  This  well-known  verae  highlight*  the  focua  of 
the  Miaaiaaippi  Baptist  Foundation's  Scholarship  Ministry 

Due  to  the  generosity  of  many  faithful  Christian  stewards,  the 
Foundation  haa  the  privilege  of  providing  needs-based  supple¬ 
mental  financial  assistance  to  Mississippi  students  who  are  pur¬ 


suing  a  degree  at  a  Mississippi  Baptist  college  or  a  Southern 
Baptist  seminary,  This  edition  of  Foundation  News  serves  to  rec¬ 
ognise  scholarship  recipients  for  2tXXkJ010  and  to  present  sever¬ 
al  newly-established  scholarships  through  which  God  is  meeting 
needs,  In  a  manner  consistent  with  all  other  scholarships  admin¬ 
istered  through  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation,  these  funds 
illustrate  the  common  theme  of  "Honoring  the  Fas t.  Encouraging 
the  Present,  and  Preparing  for  the  Future," 


Mississippi  Shepherd  Servant 
Scholarship  and  Ministry  Fund: 


Although  Paul's  affirmation  of  his  faith 
in  the  Lord  and  in  die  adequacy  of 
God’s  provision  was  presented  initial¬ 
ly  to  die  church  at  Philippi.  Christians  have 
experienced  the  truth  of  this  unwavering 
expression  of  trust  throughout  history. 
Such  faith  has  been  demonstrated  in  the  life 
and  ministry  of  countless  numbers  of  faithful 
servants  of  God  who,  for  generations  upon 
generations,  shepherded  their  flocks  during  an 
era  when  little  thought  was  given  and  few 
plans  were  made  regarding  adequate  financial 
resources  for  retirement  Today,  many  retired 
ministers  or  their  widows  often  find  diem- 
selves  with  "too  much  month  at  die  end  of  die 
check"  in  terms  of  some  basic  needs  such  as 
utilities. 

Such  faith  also  may  be  recognized  in  a  tan¬ 
gible  manner  as  God -called  men  and  women 


MBF  scholarship.  Often  this 
reality  surfaces  most  notice¬ 
ably  with  seminary  students 
who  will  be  the  shepherd  ser¬ 
vants  of  the  future. 

Against  the  backdrop  of 
meeting  financial  needs  and 
the  desire  to  join  God  where 
he  is  working,  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Foundation  estab¬ 
lished  the  "Mississippi 
Shepherd  Servant 

Scholarship  and  Ministry 
Fund."  The  stated  purpose  of 
this  fund  is  two- fold.  First, 
die  fund  is  designed  to  pro¬ 
vide  scholarship  awards  for 
students  who  are  pursuing  a 


t*  * 


pursue  academic  and  ministerial  training  in  graduate  degree  at  a  Southern  Baptist  semi 
response  to  God’s  invitation  to  serve  Him  nary.  Second,  retired  Mississippi  Baptist 
dirough  a  lifetime  of  vocational  ministry.  ministers  or  their  widows  will  receive  finan- 
Providing  financial  assistance  for  students  who  dal  benefit  from  this  fund  through  the 
are  pursuing  theological  education  is  one  of  the  Church  Retirement  and  Retiree  Benevolence 
most  meaningful  areas  of  ministry  in  which  the  Committee  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation  is  engaged.  Convention  Board. 

Unfortunately,  the  availability  of  substantial  Beyond  the  expressed  purposes  of  this 
scholarship  funds  has  not  always  kept  pace  new  fund,  the  "Mississippi  Shepherd  Servant 
with  the  number  of  students  that  apply  for  an  Scholarship  and  Ministry  Fund"  promotes  an 


additional  goal.  While  monies 
from  several  undesignated 
gifts  have  provided  the  initial 
corpus,  this  fund  also  pro¬ 
vides  the  opportunity  for  indi¬ 
viduals  and  churches  to  make 
memorial  gifts  in  honor  and 
memory  of  deceased  minis¬ 
ters.  Each  year;  a  large  number 
erf  our  shepherd  servants 
"retire"  to  their  mansion  in 
Glory.  And  while  these  faith¬ 
ful  ministers  are  remembered 
each  year  during  a  special 
memorial  service  when  die 
Mississippi  Baptist 

Convention  convenes  in  the 
Fall,  the  "Mississippi 
Shepherd  Servant  Scholarship 
and  Ministry  Fund"  provides  further  opportu¬ 
nities  to  honor  these  deceased  loved  ones  and 
shepherd  servants. 

Gifts  to  the  "Mississippi  Shepherd  Servant 
Scholarship  and  Ministry  Fund"  may  be  made 
through  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation, 
Post  Office  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205.  In  this 
manner;  shepherd  servants  of  the  past  will  be 
honored  and  shepherd  servants  of  the  future 
will  be  encouraged. 


Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation,  P.  O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205  or  call  800-748-1652  or  601-292-3210 


to  the 


9.  Bethel  Church,  Smith  Co. 


Duke  Kimbrough,  Morgan, 
Wayne  Nichols,  and  Sid 
Woodard. 

The  CIA's  of  Bethel 
Church,  Smith  County, 
carried  supplies  to  the 
Smith  County  Baptist  food 
pantry.  Shown  are  Kaylee 
Belle  Goodson,  Samantha 
Good  son,  Jacob  McGriff, 


Abby  McGriff 


4.  County  Line  Church,  Union 


THi  Batttst  Ri.cord 


1.  First  Church.  Vicksburg 


1.  First  Church,  Vicksburg, 
ordained  Jerry  Bourne  as 
deacon  Jan.  10.  Shown  are 
Bourne,  his  wife,  Michelle 
and  pastor  Matt  Buckles. 

2.  The  Evangelism  Department 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  helped 
facilitate  an  outreach  to 
the  Mississippi  High 
School  Rodeo  at  Fordice 
Arena,  Jackson,  Dec.  27- 
31.  Len  Cook,  J.C.  Kitaig, 
and  Ricky  Thaggard 
helped  organize  a 
Cowboy  Church,  during 
which  Chance  Smart,  a 
Nationals  Finals  Rodeq 
qualifier  shared  his  testi¬ 
mony.  Approximately  450 
attendee  the  church 
Sunday  afternoon.  Shown 
are  participants  Jordan 
Cooke,  Lex  i  Overby,  and 
Marshall  Hamilton. 

3.  Central  Church,  Byram, 


5.  Parkway  Church,  Tupelo 


8.  Morgan  City  Church,  Morgan  City 


and  mailing  40  Christmas 
stockings  to  Iraq  for  PFC 
Brandon  Aultman  and  the 
other  soldiers  in  his  unit 
Art  Land,  pastor.  Shown 
are  the  participants. 


4.  The  youth  of  County  Line 
Church,  Union,  all  taught 
Sunday  School  classes  and 
led  die'  momma  worshio  ser- 


paroa  pants. 


Parkway  Church,  Ibpelo, 
ordained  three  men  as  dea- 


ordained  three  men  as  dea¬ 
cons  Jan.  24.  Shown  are 
James  Underwood,  Norman 
Hays,  Russell  Jordan,  and 
pastor  Paul  Brashier 


6.  Troy  First  Church,  Pototoc, 
recently  ordained  David 
McGehee  and  Lance 
Pickens  to  the  ministry. 
McGehee  serves  as  minis¬ 
ter  of  music;  Pickens  serves 
as  youth  minister.  Shown 


are  McGehee,  pastor  Greg 
Herndon,  and  Pickens 


Antioch  Church,  Union,  will 
host  a  Winter  Bible  Study 
.  Feb.  4  -  6,  630  p.m.  The 
study  is  on  the  book  of 
Joshua.  Dan  Laniet  leader. 


8.  Morgan  City  Church, 
T  City  ordained 
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2009-2010  Scholarship  Recipients 


Encouraging  the  Present ...  Preparing  for  the  Future 

Bhw  Mountain  College  Bailey - Vieksburp  Murphy.  Brian _ *»-. — Johnson.  Pool 


Adams,  Jeffrey . 

fUfcer,  John . 

Bennett,  Whitney 

Coldwater 

Rifthmv  Michael . 

Prailr  Manna 

Cisco,  Terrene* . 

. Slavden 

Clark.  Amis . 

(  ole man.  Jamie .  Greenwood 

Margie  McCaffrey  Smith 
Memorial  Scholarship  Fund 


Baptist  Church.  Margie's  kind  and  gentle  spirit  captured  the  heart 
and  respect  of  everyone  who  knew  her. 

Through  her  Last  Will  and  Testament,  Margie  named  the 
Arlington  Baptist  Church  as  the  beneficiary  of  her  estate.  When 
the  Lord  called  Margie  to 
"higher  service"  with  Him  on 
March  26,  2006,  the  church 
received  the  blessings  of 
Margie's  generous  steward¬ 
ship  and  careful  planning. 

With  the  goal  of  honoring 
Margie's  love  for  her  Lord  and 
for  His  people,  the  Arlington  < 

Baptist  Church  established  the 
"Margie  M.  Smith  Memorial 

Scholarship  Trust  Fund"  ' : 

through  the  Mississippi  I. *  '  | 

Baptist  Foundation.  While  the  I 

emphasis  of  this  relationship  is 

students  from  Arlington 

Baptist  chauli.  the  prmnn  §E  "XC  *  \  -  '/ 1\ 

focus  is  the  hope  that  many 

lives  will  continue  to  be  — 1  ’  r  '■  *llJ  *  'r 

touched  by  the  humble  spirit  ARLINGTON  BAPTIST 

and  generosity  of  Margie  CHimrH 


■  om  on  February  4,  1921, 

Margie  McCaffrey  grew  up 
JL^and  was  educated  in  the 
small  rural  town  of  Bogue 
Chitto,  MS.  Shortly  after  gradua¬ 
tion,  she  married  Vernon  W. 
Smith  on  July  31,  1939  and  the 
newlyweds  moved  to  Gulfport 
where  Mr.  Vernon  (as  some  folks 
referred  to  him)  was  a  federal 
employee  working  for  the  U.S. 
Government. 

When  Vernon  retired  in  1969, 
Makgik  Smith  the  couple  returned  to  Lincoln 

County  and  the  family  farm  in 
Bogue  Chitto.  Vernon  and  Margie  joined  the  Arlington  Baptist 
Church  where  they  served  together.  Following  Mr.  Vernon's  death  in 
June,  1976,  Margie  lived  alone  on  the  farm  and  she  continued  her 
faithful  service  to  the  Lord  through  Arlington  Baptist  Church. 

Margie  didn't  draw  attention  to  herself.  Rather,  Margie 
approached  life  with  the  goal  of  being  a  blessing  to  someone  else 
each  and  every  day  as  she  sought  to  be  a  source  of  encouragement 
to  others.  With  a  quiet  and  humble  voice,  Margie  often  told  various 


the  Sunday  school  director,  or  the  pastor  -  how  much  she  enjoyed 
and  appreciated  their  willing  service  to  the  Lord  through  Arlington  McCaffrey  Smith. 


Jack  Gregory  Memorial  Scholarship  Fund 

As  a  young  man.  Dr.  Jade  Gregory  accepted 
God's  invitation  to  spend  his  life  in  pastoral 
ministry  within  the  local  church  setting. 

Following  graduation  from  college  and  semi¬ 
nary,  Jack  and  his  wife  Betty  faithfully  served 
several  congregations  in  North  and  South 
Carolina  prior  to  coming  to  Pontotoc,  MS  as 
the  pastor  of  the  West  Heights  Baptist  Church. 

The  far-reaching  and  eternal  impact  of  Dr. 

Gregory's  ministry  is  immeasurable  as  numer¬ 
ous  young  men  surrendered  to  vocational 
ministry  under  his  leadership.  Jack's  influence 
on  future  ministers  was  particularly  evident 
during  his  nine-year  pastorate  at  West  Heights 
Baptist  Church  where  thirteen  men  answered 
God's  call  to  ministry. 

Throughout  his  fifty-one  years  of  full-time 
ministry,  numerous  churches  in  die  Carolinas, 

Mississippi  (including  FBC  Popim  ville  and  Carey  Chapel  Baptist 
Church  in  Mt.  Pleasant),  and  Tennessee  received  the  blessings  of 
Jack's  love  for  the  Lord  and  his  love  for  people.  Although  officially 


I  retiring  in  February  1999,  Jack  and  Betty  con¬ 
tinued  to  illustrate  the  reality  that  "there  is  no 
retirement  in  the  Christian  life.. .only  a  new 
place  of  service."  For  Dr.  Gregory,  the  new 
place  of  service  initially  meant  as  a  part-time 
preacher  at  the  Thomastown  Baptist  Church 
near  Carthage  and  as  a  faithful  member  of  the 
Broadmoor  Baptist  Church  in  Madison. 

When  Jack  entered  his  eternal  place  of  serv¬ 
ice  in  October  2006,  Betty  honored  the  memo¬ 
ry  and  ministry  of  her  husband  by  establishing 
the  "Jack  Gregory  Memorial  Scholarship 
Fund/'  With  special  emphasis  on  the  West 
Heights  Baptist  Church  in  Pontotoc,  this  fund 
is  designed  to  offer  financial  assistance  to  stu¬ 
dents  who  are  pursuing  ministry  training  for  a 
church-related  vocation  through  a  Baptist  col¬ 
lege  in  Mississippi  or  a  Southern  Baptist  semi¬ 
nary.  Thus,  the  "Jack  Gregory  Memorial  Scholarship  Fund"  honors  a 
lifetime  of  ministry  while  offering  encouragement  to  students  as  they 
prepare  for  their  own  lifetime  of  ministry. 


Jack  and 


Southern  Baptist  medical  teams  lead  Haiti  response 

Rv  Rartva n  IVnntjn  _ _ _ _ _ _ .»  — — — — — — — - - - - 


By  Barbara  Denman _ 

HIALEAHT  Fla.  (BP)— The 
joint  Southern  Baptist  response 
to  the  Jan  12  Haiti  earthquake 
will  launch  in  the  cJfilgig  week 
with  four  "strategically-select¬ 
ed"  medical  teams,  leaders  of 
the  Souther^  Baptist  Disaster 
Relief  Network  decided  Jan.  26 
at  the  Florida  Urban  Impact 
Center  in  Hialeah,  Ha. 

Plans  to  respond  to  Haiti's 
urgent,  intermediate  and  long¬ 
term  needs  were  addressed  at 
the  meeting  by  assessment 
teams  that  had  just  returned 
from  the  quake-ravaged 
nation  along  with  representa¬ 
tives  from  me  Florida  Baptist 
Convention,  North  American 
Mission  Board,  International 
Mission  Board,  Baptist  Global 
Response  and  other  Southern 
Baptist  disaster  relief  repre¬ 
sentatives. 

The  group  wrestled  with 
logistical  arrangements  and 
how  to  send  mission  teams  and 
respond  to  needs  in  a  country 
whine  transportation  and  in¬ 
country  support  for  teams  is 
extremely  difficult.  Access  to 
airports  and  shipping  docks 
remains  highly  restricted,  the 


"At  this  point,  all  we  can 
sleep  safely  in  Prince-au-Prince 
is  55,"  said  Cecil  Seagle,  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Honda  Baptist 
Convention's  mission  division. 

The  group  decided  the  next 
step  will  he  to  send  four 
"strategically-selected"  med¬ 
ical  teams  through  the 
Dominican  Republic  to  Haiti 


next  week  along  with  two  rep¬ 
resentatives  from  the  Florida 
convention  who  will  continue 
to  make  arrangements  for 
trained  disaster  relief  teams  to 
travel  in  and  out  of  the  country. 

Another  meeting  to  discuss 
the  logistics  of  getting  addi¬ 
tional  response  teams  into 
Haiti  will  be  held  in  Atlanta 
Feb.  11-12,  the  group  decided. 

"Once  we  get  the  mecha¬ 
nisms  in  place,  we  will  have 
numbers  of  teams  in  there, 
week  in  and  week  out,"  said 
Mickey  Caison,  who  directs 
disaster  relief  coordination 
for  the  North  American 
Mission  Board. 

"One  of  the  things  I  am  very 
excited  about  is  that  the  four 
entities  came  together  around 
Southern  Baptist  disaster  relief 
to  develop  plans  to  respond  to 
the  disaster  in  Haiti,"  Canon 
added.  "1  believe  God  is  going 
to  do  something  real  good 
through  all  of  us  working 
together  in  Haiti.  Through  it, 
all  our  efforts  will  be  toudung 
lives,  changing  lives  and  giv¬ 
ing  hope.  Our  purpose  is  to 
carry  the  message  of  hope 
found  in  Jesus  Chnst." 

The  group  acknowledged 
that  Southern  Baptists  are  pas¬ 
sionate  about  responding  to 
the  immediate  needs  in  Haiti 
and  urged  patience  as  they  try 
to  solve  logistical  nightmares. 

The  disaster  relief  workers 


.  •  $  V*  > 
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WATER  A  DtRf  NEED  -  Haitians  line  up  with  buckets  to  gel  dean  water  something  Rut  has  been  very 

and  expensive  (BPphaoi 


Southern  Baptists  that  the 
response  will  be  long-term  in 
helping  Haitians  rebuild  their 
lives  and  communities. 


In  the  meantime,  churches 
can  minister  to  Haitians  in 
their  own  communities  and 
pray  for  people  in  Haiti  who 

are  alrtod  to  return  to  the 

because  of  the  danger  posed 
by  aftershocks 

In  a  protect  led  by  Florida 
Baptists,  "Buckets  of  Hope" 


will  be  purchased  and  "Other  relief  agencies  in 
assembled  for  Haitian  fami-  Haiti  are  running  a  100-yard 
I  lies,  providing  five-gallon  dash;  we  are  running  a 
buckets  packed  with  rice,  marathon.’  said  Fritz  WiLoo. 

cooking  oil.  black  beans.  dw-rteT_««Uei  dyecnn  ten  «be 

TtvwT,  BRnEwT,  w  rtOtrEIo  T'OvTrBt  \ 


dies  and  peanut  butter.  Even 
after  Haitian;  use  the  sup¬ 
plies,  the  bucket  can  serve 
multiple  uses  for  a  family. 


trior  of 
Ftoridm 


College  News 


1.  Carol  Jones,  associate  pro¬ 
fessor  of  psychology  and 
director  of  psychology  on 
the  William  Carey 
University  Tradition  cam¬ 
pus  since  1994,  was  elected 
president-elect  of '  the 
American  Association  of 
State  Counseling  Board 
(AASCB).  The  AASCB  is 
the  national  organization  of 
state  counseling  boards 
representing  the  50  states. 


the  District  of  Columbia, 
Guam,  and  Puerto  Rico. 
Jones  will  serve  as  presi¬ 
dent-elect  in  2010  and  Deign 
her  term  in  July  2011 

Music  therapy  and  educa¬ 
tion  major  Katelyn  Farris 
of  Petal  was  crowned  Miss 
William  Carey  University 
2010  and  will  compete  in 
the  Miss  Mississippi 
Pageant  to  be  held  in  July 
in  Vicksburg. 

Farris,  whose  platform 
promotes  the  benefits  of 
music  therapy  for  indi¬ 
viduals  with  mental  dis¬ 
abilities,  is  a  member  of 
the  music  fraternity  Delta 
Omicron,  the  social  soror¬ 
ity  Gamma  Chi,  and  tire 
Student  Music  Therapy 
Organization.  Her  com¬ 
munity  service  includes 
work  at  Twin  Oaks  Adult 
Daycare  Center  and  the 
Baadour  Center.  She  per¬ 
formed  Giacomo 

Puccini's  "O  mio  babbino 
earo"  during  the  talent 
category,  ranis  is  the 
daughter  of  William  and 
Joy  Farris  of  Petal. 

First  runner  up  is  Callie 


Merrill  an  elementary  edu¬ 
cation  major  from 
Pascagoula.  Second  runner 
up  is  Kayla  Croy,  a  business 
and  marketing  major  hoot 
Wiggins.  Third  runner  up  is 
Amanda  Williams,  a  theatre 
major  from  Picayune. 
Fourth  runner  up  is  Maggie 
Moore,  an  education  mayor 
from  Tuscaloosa,  Ala. 

Amber  Mauldin,  a  the¬ 
atre  manor  from  Columbia, 
received  the  Virginia  Scott 


Spirit  Award.  Voted  on  by 
tn6  ocner  contestants,  tnis 
award  honors  former  WCU 
pageant  director  Virginia 
Scott  who  served  from 1972 
until  1965.  During 
Covington's  tenure  three 
Carey. ...  women  were 
crowned  Miss  Mississippi 
with  one,  Wanda  Gedaie, 
going  to  Miss  America, 
This  award  was  instituted 


in  2004 
director 


by  current  pageant 
Allison  Chestnut 


tistjxp. 


Senior  biology  major 
Jeanne  Disotell  of 
Marrero.  La.  was  second 
runner  up  in  the  Miss  Pine 
Belt  Pageant. 

3.  Featuring  the  choir  of 
Macedonia  M.B.  Church  of 
Corinth.  Blue  Mountain 
College  will  present 
"How  Sweet  the  Sound."  a 
celebration  of  Black 
History  Month  at  6  pan. 
Feb.  8.  BMC  students  and 
alumni  from  throughout 
Northeast  Mississippi  will 
also  take  part  in  the  annual 
public  celebration  that  will 
be  held  in  the  Berry 
Auditorium  inside  Lowrey 
Administration  Building. 
"This  is  a  neat  opportuni¬ 
ty  for  the  Blue  Mountain 
community  to  experience 
the  wonderful  spirit  of 
African-American  church 
music."  said  Dr.  Barbara 
Holland,  chair  of  the 
BMC  Fine  Arts  and 
Lecture  Committee.  "It's 
also  important  for  our 
student  body  to  be  able 
to  share  this  very  signifi¬ 
cant  program  with  the 
entire  region." 


For  over  five  decades,  Frank  and 
Sandra  Gunn  have  been  a  blessing  to 
multitudes  of  Mississippi  Baptists 
through  their  leadership  within  churches, 
institutions,  and  agencies.  Dr  Gunn  has  held 
pastorates  in  Mississippi  including  a  lengthy 
ministry  at  First  Baptist  Churdi  of  Biloxi. 
In  addition.  Dr.  Gunn  has  served  as  a  trustee 
for  Mississippi  College,  on  various  commit¬ 
tees  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board,  and  a6  president  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention. 

While  Mrs.  Gunn  has  played  a  special 
ministry  role  alongside  her  husband,  she 
too  has  held  important  positions  of  leader¬ 
ship  among  Mississippi  Baptists  inducting 
her  role  as  an  officer  for  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board.  Whenever  and 
wherever  Mississippi  Baptists  are  gathering 
-  whether  a  church  revival,  a  regional  rally,  a 


_ are  usually  counted  among  the  participants.  Quite  o 

such  occasions  find  Frank  and  Sandra  offering  encouragement  and 
exhortation  to  hose  assembled  through  their  ministries  of  preaching 
and  teaching. 

Since  his  retirement  from  First  Baptist  Church  of  Biloxi,  Dr.  Gunn 


has  served  numerous  churches  as  interim  pastor.  Though  serving  on 


an  interim  basis.  Dr.  Gunn  exhibits  the  same  energy  in  preaching, 


commitment  to  God's  purpose,  and  gentle  spirit  toward  people  that 


have  been  his  pattern  across  his  many  years  of  ministry. 


The  congregation  of  Calvary  Baptist 
Church  in  Waynesboro,  MS  was  a  recent  recip¬ 
ient  of  Dr.  Gunn's  faithful  leadership.  During 
his  tenure  as  interim  pastor.  Dr.  Gunn's  biblical 
preaching  and 
wise  counsel 
helped  prepare 
he  church  for  the 
arrival  of  their 
new  pastor.  Whit 
Lewis. 

Desiring  to 
express  their 
appreciation  for 
Dr.  and  Mrs. 

Gunn  in  a  unique 
manner,  the  mem¬ 
bership  of  Calvary 
Baptist  Church  con¬ 
sulted  their  new 

pastor  for  his  suggestions.  Whit  placed  a  {hone 


Calvary 


m 


Church  in  Kosciusko  -  a  friend  and  mentor  with 

- 

whom  Whit  had  served  earlier  m  his  ministry.  Dr. 
Corbett  suggested  hat  Whit  call  he  Mississippi 
Baptist  Foundation.  When  Whit  contacted  Daniel 
Hall  at  the  Foundation  office,  he  learned  that  Dr. 
Gunn  has  been  boh  a  strong  advocate  for  the 
ministry  erf  die  MBF  and  a  life-long  supporter  of 
ky  Corbett  Mississippi  College.  In  God's  providence,  this 
sequence  of  calls  and  conversations  led  to  he  idea 
that  Calvary  Baptist  Church  could  establish  a 
scholarship  fund  through  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Foundation  that  benefits  students  attending  Mississippi  College.  At  a 
farewell  reception  for  he  Gunns,  the  church  honored  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Gunn  through  he  establishment  of  he  ‘Trank  and  Sandra  Gunn 
Scholarship  Fund." 

Not  only  did  Calvary  Baptist  Church  honor  their  interim,  but  they 
also  made  provision  to  encourage  future  generations  of  young  people. 
Please  contact  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation  for  more  information 
about  honoring  the  past  and  encouraging  he  future  through  a  scholar- 

ship  or  oher  endowed  fund 
.  #  ,  through  the  Foundation. 


A  CHRISTIAN  UNIVERSITY 


Frank  and  Sandra  Gunn  Scholarship  1*  und: 

Honoring  Your  Interim 


Malcolm 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 

Are  You  in  the  Right  Mind? 

Romans  8:5-8;  1  Corinthians  2:12-18;  2  Corinthians  43-4 

By  Barbara  Brown _  the  bent  of  his  own 

human  nature  and  self- 


Explore  the  Bible 

When  your  Priorities  are 
Challenged 


Mark  12:13-17, 20-34 


Tho«  in  authority  query 
Jesus  relentlessly.  After  His  wel¬ 
come  in  Jerusalem,  the  entire  dty 
is  abuzz  with  anticipation.  Some 
say  the  Messiah  is  finally  here. 
Others  daim  a  peat  prophet  and 
teacher  is  in  their  miast.  The 
crowds  are  daunting,  pressing  in 
waves  to  hear  Him,  always 
wanting  more.  The  Herod iarts 
and  Pharisees  gather  in  the  same 
crowd  and  contemplate  their 
plots  to  entrap  Him.  Their  dis¬ 
dain  for  Him  is  not  speculative. 
This  has  been  evident  nearly 
from  the  beginning. 

In  a  concocted  tone  a  voice 
emits  a  question,  'Teacher,  we 
know  You  are  truthful  and  defer 
to  no  one,  for  You  don't  show 
partiality,  but  teach  the  way  of 
God  in  truth.  Is  it  lawful  to  pay 
taxes  to  Caesar  or  not?"  (Mk 
12:14  HCSB).  Jesus,  not  relenting 


for  truth,  ask?  for  a  coin. 

As  they  search  for  a 
coin  to  present;  you  real¬ 
ize  the  question  is  a  devious 
trap.  Furthermore,  they  ask  for 
a  yes"  or  "no"  answer  to  one 
of  the  most  complicated  ques¬ 
tions  on  the  day.  The  question 
summons  Jesus  to  the  precipice 
of  a  political  tempest.  If  Jesus 
says  fcyes",  He  merely  confirms 
the  inscription,  claiming  Caesar  > 
as  nothing  short  of  deity,  there¬ 
fore,  committing  blasphemy. 
Jesus  would  lose  all  influence 
among  the  Jews.  If  He  says 
"no",  He  could  immediately  be 
arrested  by  the  minions  of 
Rome  and  "brought  before  the 
court  of  the  Procurator.  Either 
way,  Jesus  is  eliminated  to  the 
defight  of  his  enemies. 

Taking  the  coin,  Jesus  asks, 
"Whose  picture  and  title  are 
stamped  on  it?  (Mk  12:16  NLT) 


s  knows 
cture  and  title 
are  on  all  Roman  coins, 
especially  those  dis¬ 
playing  patronizing 


As  the  crowd  j» 
arnrtecritv 

awaiting  an  answer 
someone  states  the 
obvious.  The  image 
and  inscription  belong  to  Caesar. 

In  due  time,  Jesus  answers, 
"Render  unto  Caesar  what  is 
Caesar's,  and  unto  God  the 
things  that  are  God's."  (Mk  12:17 
KJV)  The  simple  answer  is  true 
brilliance.  The  implication  is 
apparent.  The  coin  belongs  to 
Caesar  and  the  word  "render'' 
means  to  give  bade  not  just  give. 
The  adversaries  can  say  nothing 
against  this  logic  and  the 
Romans  have  no  case  against 
Him.  The  answer  wasnT  just 
offered  to  leave  speechless  His 
opponents,  but  instead  Jesus 
advances  beyond  the  limitations 
of  Roman  rule  to  the  higher 
obligation  to  God.  You  stand  in 
sheer  astonishment  at  the 
absolute  wisdom  of  Jesus.  You 
are  not  alone. 


Eventually  Jesus  expounds 
upon  this  verse  by  answering  the 
question  of  the  gieateat  of  com¬ 
mandments.  In  another  sample 
answer.  He  points  us  to  a  foun¬ 
dation  of  tove. 


•  biyor&nt  mTSp/’TnipFtfVlSfc 

Ch  ter  oily  oar  Lord  and  God. 
I  must  loot  him  with  all  your 


heart  soul,  mind  and  strength 
We  are  called  to  love  God  with 
all  our  heart  placing  nothing 
else  an  this  throne.  Then  we  are 
to  love  Him  with  our  mnennost 
being  or  souk  This  soul  was  cre- 


heart.  soul.  mind. 
The  second  most  i 


an  your 
strength. 


mandment  soys:  Love  others  ns 
mudi  as  you  love  yourself.  No  other 

c£v)Mti 

In  our  day,  priorities  are 
mixed  and  we  are  drawn  in 
multiple  directions  at  the  whim 
of  seemingly  insurmountable 
compulsions  to  go  and  do.  Jesus 
reminds  us  that  the  foundation¬ 
al  truth  of  His  love  should  shade 
all  the  going  and  doing.  Look  at 
how  the  two  commandments 
break  down.  First  everything 
starts  with  Him.  There  is  only 
one  God  and  there  is  no  sense  in 
proceeding  until  that  is  under 
stood.  Next  we  move  toward 
our  love  for  Him.  This  love  is 
identified  as  being  carried  out  in 
four  manifestations  namely,  our 


’  TBft'bi  me  SnrtrnHIw 
looks  back  to  the  Creator  with 
love  for  Ffis  design.  On-  mind  is 
the  processor  of  what  we  see. 
hear  say,  touch  and  learn.  We 
are  to  love  Him  as  we  look 
around  creation  and  marvel  at 
his  work.  Finally,  with  all  the 
strength  we  can  muster  we  ren¬ 
der  that  back  to  the  Source  of  our 
strength  in  adoration. 

After  establishing  our  love  for 
God.  Jesus  directs  us  toward  oth¬ 
ers.  With  our  heart  soul  mind 
and  strength  full  of  love  for  God 
we  let  that  pour  out  uninhibited 
The  truth  »  the  truly  surren¬ 
dered  Christian  can’t  stop  it 
therefore  liberating  all  the  priori¬ 
ties  of  this  workf  to  come  into 
crystal  dear  alignment.  We  are 
aligned  with  Jesus.  His  priorities 
become  our  priorities. 

Woody  is  a  member  of  Broadmoor 
Chunk.  Madison. 


The  Baptist  Record  Is  pleased  to  publish 
news  and  photographs  of  special  events 
that  take  place  in  cooperating  churches  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  submitted  for  publication  in  The 
Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit¬ 
ten,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  tl-tnch 
paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standardized 
forms  provided  by  the  newspaper.  A*  arti¬ 
cles  must  be  received  in  writing;  no  articles 
will  be  accepted  over  the  telephone. 

News  may  be  submitted  electronically 
to  the  address  below,  and  must  be  con¬ 
tained  in  the  message  segment  of  an  e- 
mail  form.  Due  to  increasing  virus  threats, 
no  text  attachments  witl  be  accepted. 
Photograph  attachments  are  permissible. 


- - O - * 

Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 

*'  Al  news  items  a 


Ptease  make  articles  concise.  Include  submted  as  a  JPEG  Be  rie  tetar  (a)  e-mal, 
the  who  what,  when,  where  details  of  (b)  twee  and-whai  Inch  teppydte.  or  (cjCD. 
More.  along  nttha  contact  person’s  Photos  mutt  be  dear.  sham,  and  weMrfteL 

address  and  telephone  number.  Ca1  phorw  ptwtogmpha  ^  taw  rete^ 

Photogrohs  may  be  color  or  Mack  and  Bon  tens  are  gsnstey  not  pUriahaMs. 
while.  Irate*  photos  and  dgW  printouts  are  Photographs  can  not  ba  ratens&Ptesa 
not  reprodudble.  Digital  photos  may  be  used  f  do  not  attach  photos  whh  tops  orttapte. 


Al  news  tens  are  subject  to  edtong.  and 
al  photographs  ara  subject  to  cropping 
Photographs  must  depict  people.  No  land¬ 
scape-.  butting-,  or  object-only  photographs 
w*  be  printed.  News  tens  andfor  pho¬ 
tographs  can  ba  pubSshad  one  tone  only. 
News  tens  andtor  photographs  depicting 
benefts  and  mBytec  tor  aerate  or  outsidB 
cxganiratoms  wto  not  be  pubtehed-  Dsadtoia 
tor  submtting  news  is  one  week  prior  to 
requeued  pubtcaSon  data. 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  wto 
be  pitihihtd  on  a  space-available  basis. 

Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
Baptist  Record,  P.O  Boa  530.  Jackson,  MS 
39205-0530.  FAX:  (601)  290-3330.  E-rrwt: 
bepkstreoordOirbcb.org. 


the  master  of  your  mind.” 
(Anonymous) 

The  phrase  "the  mind  of 
Christ"  is  used  often  these 
days  in  Christian  circles.  It 
sounds  like  a  great  thing  to 
have  -  perhaps  even  a  lofty 
goal  to  set  for  oneself,  but  an 
impossible  one  to  attain  on  our 
own.  The  good  news  today  is 
that,  although  we  cannot  know 
all  the  secrets  of  God,  we  can 
have  the  mind  of  Christ. 

The  battle  for  the  mind  of 
Christ  begins 

The  battle  for  the  mind  of 
Christ  is  a  spiritual  one  that 
began  in  Eden  and  will  contin¬ 
ue  until  Jesus  returns.  It  is  a 
battle  fought  in  the  hearts  and 
minds  of  all  people.  For  some, 
the  battle  ends  as  a  person 
resigns  himself  to  following 


Utauca.  rui  UUKTI3, 

the  battle  ends  in  spin-  Brown 
tual  victory  as  by  faith  Christ  thi 
is  allowed  to  become  the  Lord 
of  life.  Th 

Paul  contrasts  the  character-  to 
istics  of  both  in  Romans  8.  tru 
The  mind  of  the  lost  man...  mi 
•"is  set  on  what  the  nature  is  , 
desires."  (v3)  These  hearts  mi 
and  minds  are  wrapped  up  in  isF 
greed,  pleasure-seeking,  and  In 
selfish  ambition.  They  deter-  wi 
mine  ethical  issues  based  on  act 
their  own  feelings,  thoughts,  th< 
knowledge,  and  personal  stan¬ 
dards  for  right  and  wrong,  mi 
Paul  says  in  2  Corinthians  4:3- 
4  that  Satan  has  blinded  or  (v. 
veiled  the  minds  of  unbeliev-  m; 
ers.  That  veil  could  well  be  en 


•  "is  death."  (v.6) 
The  mind  of  a  lost 
man  may  be  one  who 
thinks  good  thoughts 
and  does  good  things. 
He  may  enjoy  reli¬ 
gious  activities  and 
may  be  very,  ethical, 
but  all  the  good  he 
thinks  and  does  will 
*n  not  change  the  fact 
that  his  lift  ends  in  death. 

•  "is  hostile  to  God."  (v.  7) 
There  is  no  desire  to  submit 
to  the  authority  of  the  one 
true  God  in  the  heart  and 
mind  of  the  lost  man.  Culture 
is  an  outplaying  of  the  sinful 
mind  as  it  is  centered  on  self¬ 


ish  desires,  not  things  of  God. 
In  other  words,  The  man 
without  the  Spirit  does  not 
accept  things  that  come  from 
the  Spirit... 

(1  Corinthians  2:14)  His  lost 
mind  just  won't  let  him. 

•  ’’cannot  please  God." 
(v.8)  The  lost  man  can  do 
many  great  tilings  but,  in  the 
end,  none  of  his  deeds  will  be 


called  "This  is  what  I  want!"  acceptable  to  the  Lord, 
and  only  the  blood  of  Christ  Conversely,  the  mind  of  the 
can  rend  it.  believer. . .. 


•  "is  set  on  what  the  Spirit 
desires."  (v.  5)  Although  the 
believer  may  battle  flesh  as  long 
as  he  lives  on  earth,  his  heart 
and  mind  are  set  to  be  con¬ 
trolled  by  the  desires  of  God. 

•  "is  life  and  peace."  (v.6) 
The  life  of  the  believer  is  at 
rest  as  he  trusts  in  the  rela¬ 
tionship  he  enjoys  with  the 
Lord  through  tne  shed  blood 
of  Christ. 

•  "is  not  controlled  by  the 
sinful  nature  but  by  the  Spirit." 
(v.  9)  It  is  not  the  matter  of  sin 
that  separates  the  believer 
from  the  unbeliever;  it's  the 
matter  of  Lordship  It's  the 
answer  to  the  question,  "Who 
will  control  my  heart  and 
mind?"  In  order  to  have  the 
"right  mind,"  the  mind  of 
Christ,  one  must  choose  to 
respond  to  the  call  of  Jesus  on 
his  life  to  be  saved. 

Strengthening  the 
mind  of  Christ 
This  new  mind  that  God 
creates  in  us  is  nurtured  as  we 
read  and  meditate  on  God's 
Word,  as  we  spend  time  on  our 
knees  in  prayer,  as  we  join 
other  believers  in  worship,  and 


as  we  serve  Him  in  all  areas  of 
our  lives.  It  is  further  strength¬ 
ened  as  we  avoid  the  things 
that  work  against  the  Spirit 
and  seek  "...to  be  transformed 
by  the  renewing  of  our 
minds."  (Romans  li2) 
Reflecting  the  mind  of  Christ 
"The  mark  of  the  mind  of 
Christ  is  that  #e  will  behave  as 
Jesus  did.  In  the  midst  of  this 
present  world  we  will  be  com¬ 
passionate  when  others  are 
severe;  we  will  be  severe  when 
others  are  tolerant;  we  will  be 
kind  to  the  ugly,  the  poor,  the 
obscure,  the  people  of  no  abili¬ 
ty  or  authority,  bat  will  be 
frank  with  the  rich  and  the 
powerful  and  the  mighty-  That 
is  the  mind  of  Christ  (Ray 
Steadman's  sermon,  "The 
Mind  of  Christ") 

Have  you  been  born  again? 
Are  you  feeding  the  Spirit? 
Does  the  way  you  bve  reflect 
the  presence  of  the  Spirit? 
Then  you  can  know  you  are  in 
the  right  mind  -  the  mind  of 


Brown  ts  childrens  monster. 
Cdonud  Heights  Chunk.  Udgihmi 


Atlanta  area  Hatian  congregation  focuses  on  orphans 

Hi*  piul  .  .,’ 

^^^^"Surrw^themKr' 

good  thi>cmis^  "  j f 

sion'aimpus. 

H  J^JX!2f2mIbLd^ t^rbh ’  ORPHANED  -  Relief  officials  estimate  perhaps  1  million  children  lost  at  least  one  parent  in  th 

Ian.  12  Haiti  earthquake.  A  Haitian  congregation  in  the  Atlanta  area  has  learned  eight  childre 
mmiS^^rf^^^fr^Manv  with  family  ties  to  the  church  were  orphaned  by  the  quake.  Pastor  Seneque  Samtil  of  Mitsp 
^ive  Haitian  Baptist  Church  in  Norcross,  Ca.,  is  leading  a  team  to  Haiti  in  an  effort  to  bring  thos 
ha^^^on  «Ld^  children  (nbt  pictured)  to  the  United  States.  (BP  Photo) 

Sain  til  and  his  church  are  -  ‘  ~  — 


will  the  church  take 
d  money  and  sup- 
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dne  and  other  necessities  to 
send  to  Haiti,  in  the  initial 


Can’t  Be  Wrong. 


More  than  }  100  churches  throughout  Mississippi  put 
their  faith  in  Wellington  Associates  for  comprehensive 
insurance  services  including  property,  general,  and  specific 
liability,  vehicle,  workers  compensation,  and  other  coverages. 


WLS Audio  llc 


Design  A  Integration  of  Professional  Audio,  Video,  &  Lighting 
Church,  Conference  Room,  School 
Equipment  sales,  service  and  installation 


Wellington  guarantees  a  quality  program,  customized 
for  your  ministry,  at  the  most  competitive  premium  rates. 

For  references  and  more  WWHnrrtivi 

information,  call  Mike  Brooks  at  k  WmV  A^yjxttn 
601-420-0174  or  1-800-442-0290.  HI]  W. 


P.O  Box  1575  Ph  601-923-9947 
Clinton,  MS  39060  Fax  601-924-2880 


A  conference  to  encourage  and  equip  the  Church  to  actively 
respond  in  a  Christ-like  manner  to  a  world  impacted  by 

Homosexuality 

Parents  or  spouses  who  have  heard  the  words  “I’m  Gay"  will  find  support, 
encouragement,  answers  and  hope.  Those  struggling  with  unwanted  same-sex 
attractions  will  hear  the  Good  News  th  it  these  desires  can  be  triumphed  over. 

For  the  latest  conference  information  and  to  register,  visit 

www.morrisonheighta.org/res  orationgrace  or  contact  601-925-6427. 


dal  guests  Unbroken  and  the 
■Movement  Free  concert 
love  offering  will  be  taken. 
1009k  proceeds  will  go  to  the 
people  of  Haiti,  through  the 


Restoration 


2.  Calvary  Church,  Silver 
Creek,  is  hosting  a  Winter 
Bible  Study  in  Matthew  Feb. 


Friday,  February  19 

Loam  how  to  experience  God’s  purpose  for  marriage 
Saturday,  February  20 

Sessions  for  over-comers,  parents,  spouses,  family 
members,  youth,  friends,  ministry  leaders 

Featured  Speakers  Include: 

Mike  A  Stephanie  Go eke  on  marriage;  Shelley  Conrad  A  Ashley 
Edwards  on  overcoming  female  lesbianism;  John  S mid  on 
overcoming  male  same-sex  attraction;  Terri  Brown  on  parents; 
Bob  Stfth  on  the  church  A  culture;  plus  more 


Morrison  Heights  Baptist  Church 
3000  Hampstead  Blvd. 

Clinton,  MS  39056 

601-924-5620 

Dr.  Greg  Belser,  Pastor 


3.  Lakeahore  Church,  Jackson, 
is  hosting  Lanny  Moody, 
“Mr  Dynamic"  Feb.  12  - 14. 
Moody  will  dure  his 
Christian  comedy  Fri.,  630 
p.m.,  as  a  part  of  a  youth 
.night  emphasis  and  fellow¬ 
ship.  He  will  share  at  the 
church's  Valentine  banquet 
Sat;  out  $10:  RSVP  to  (601) 
373-6677.  He  will  share  Sun. 
at  1030  ajn.  and  6  p.m. 


In  cooperation  with 
The  Christian  Action  Commission 
And  Discipleship  A  Family  Ministry  of 
The  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
PO  Box  530 1  Jackson,  MS  39205  1 601-968-3800 
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Honor  Roll  of  Churches 

Each  January  we  evaluate  the  cash  gifts 
received  by  The  Baptist  Chi  Wrens  Village 
during  the  previous  twelve  months  In  this 
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flurrv  of  media  activity  claim 
ing  abstinence  programs  don'l 


Teen  pregnancy  rate  study  oversimplified,  experts  say 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)— A 
report  by  the  Guttmacher 
Institute  pointing  to  a  one-year 
increase  In  the  teenage  preg¬ 
nancy  rate  in  America  repre¬ 
sents  an  agenda  to  discredit 
programs  that  promote  sexual 
abstinence  among  adolescents. 


several  observers  have  said. 

The  report  released  Jan.  26, 
said  that  for  the  first  time  in 
more  than  a  decade,  the 
nation's  teen  pregnancy  rate 
rose  3  percent  in  2006,  reflect¬ 
ing  increases  in  teen  birth  and 
abortion  rates  of  4  percent  and 
1  percent  respectively. 

"It  coincides  with  an 
increase  in  rigid  abetinence- 
only -until- marriage  programs, 
which  received  major  funding 
boosts  under  the  Bush  adminis¬ 
tration,"  said  Heather 
Boonstra,  a  public  policy  asso¬ 
ciate  with  Guttmacher. 

As  media  outlets  across  the 
country  blared  out  the  star¬ 
tling  news,  what  they  did  not 
report  is  that  the  Guttmacher 
Institute  was  founded  by 
Alan  Guttmacher,  a  former 
president  of  Planned 
Parenthood  and  a  leader  in 
the  pro-choice  movement. 

"Should  we  expect  the 
Guttmacher  Institute,  the 
research  arm  for  Planned 
Parenthood,  to  support  absti¬ 
nence  messages?'  Richard 
Ross,  cofounder  of  the  True 
Love  Waits  abstinence  move- 


Should  we  expect  General 
Motors  to  work  nard  convinc¬ 
ing  the  public  to  abandon  cars 
for  mass  transit?  Abstinent 
teenagers  don't  get  pregnant 
and  thus  they  don't  con- 

g  tribute  millions  of  dollars  to 
the  abortion  industry.  If  you 
want  to  understand  new 
directions  in  Washington 
related  to  abscnence,  follow 
the  money,"  Rosscaid. 

Robert  Rector,  a  senior 
research  •  fellow  at  the 
Heritage  Foundation,  wrote  a 
blog  post  for  National  Review 
Online  noting  the  dash  to 
blame  the  statistics  on  absti¬ 
nence  education. 

"This  is  a  bit  hypocritical. 
In  the  decade  after  the  feder¬ 
al  government  began  its  mea¬ 
ger  funding  of  abstinence 
education,  teen  pregnancy 
fell  steadily,"  Rector  wrote. 
"Safe-sex  experts  never 
linked  that  decline  to  absti¬ 
nence  educal  on.  But  when 
the  news  wen?  bad,  they 
swiftly  identified  abstinence 
programs  as  the  culprit." 

Rector  said  the  claim  that 
teen  pregnancy  rose  in  2006 
depends  on  the  use  of  the 
term  "teen." 

"For  most  people,  'teen  preg¬ 
nancy'  implies  pregnancy 
among  high -schoolers,  girls 
under  age  18.  According  to 
Guttmacner's  own  data,  the 
piegnancy  rate  for  15-  to  17- 
year-old  girls  barely  changed, 
and  the  rate  for  girls  14  and 
under  (the  group  most  affected 
by  abstinence  programs)  actu¬ 
ally  dropped,"  Rector  wrote. 


"By  contrast,  the  pregnancy  indicates  that  delaying  sexual 
and  birth  rates  for  young  initiation  rates  and  reducing  the 
adult  women  aged  18  and  19  total  number  of  lifetime  part- 
rose  sharply.  The  rise  in  preg-  ners  is  more  valuable  in  protect- 
nancies  ana  births  in  this  age  ing  the  sexual  health  ot  young 
range  is  part  of  a  much  larger  people  than  simply  passing  out 
story:  the  collapse  of  marriage  condoms,"  Huber  said. 
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and  explosive  growth  of  out- 
of-wedlock  births  in  lower 
income  communities." 

Valerie  Huber,  executive 
director  of  the  National 
Abstinence  Education 

Association,  noted  that  the 
Guttmacher  Institute  didn't 
stop  at  reporting  the  statistics; 
it  offered  a  specific  reason  for 
the  increase. 

"This  simplistic  charge 
demonstrates  a  tragic  disregard 
of  the  many  factors  that  con¬ 
tribute  to  the  increase  in  teen 
pregnancy  and  birth  rates," 
Huber  said.  "It  is  truly  unfortu¬ 
nate  that  special  interest  groups 
are  more  concerned  in  using 
this  pressing  issue  to  advance 
their  own  anti-abstinence  agen¬ 
da  rather  than  to  devote  their 
energies  to  finding  real  solu¬ 
tions.  Unfortunately,  the  mes¬ 
sage  of  abstinence  has  been 
belittled,  censored  and  mocked 
as  unrealistic  by  groups  disin- 


Guttmacher  reported  that 
about  7  percent  of  teenage 
girls  got  pregnant  in  2006,  a 
rate  of  71.5  pregnancies  per 
1,000  teens.  That  s  up  slightly 
from  69.5  percent  in  2005  but 
down  significantly  from  1990 
when  12  percent  of  teenage 
girls  got  pregnant. 

Jimmy  Hester,  cofounder 
of  True  Love  Waits,  told 
Baptist  Press  he  disagrees 
with  Guttmacher's  claim  that 
the  significant  drop  in  teen 
pregnancy  rates  in  the  1990s 
was  "overwhelmingly  the 
result  of  more  and  better  use 
of  contraceptives  among  sex¬ 
ually  active  teens." 

"The  emergence  of  the  sex¬ 
ual  abstinence  movement  was 
the  main  difference  in  what 
happened  in  the  early  '90s 
that  reversed  the  trends  in 
teen  pregnancy  and  sexual 
behavior,  not  better  accep¬ 
tance  and  use  of  contracep- 
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genuously  using  research  to  Hon,"  Hester  said, 
misconstrue  reality."  In  the  early  '90s,  when 

Huber  said  contraceptive  LifeWay  Christian  Resources 
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what  triggered  the  develop¬ 
ment  ofTrue  Love  Waits. 
Parents  and  teenagers  told  us 
they  did  not  have  a  way  to 
express  their  beliefs  about  sex¬ 
ual  abstinence  until  marriage  in 
a  society  that  only  lifted  up  safe 
sex  messages,"  Hester  said. 

"We  heard  teenagers  say 
that  they  didn't  realize  sexual 
abstinence  was  an  option.  Tlj^y 
were  conditioned  by  societal 
information  to  believe  that  pre¬ 
marital  sex  was  not  only 
expected  but  inevitable.  So  we 
launched  True  Love  Waits,  and 
other  organizations  emerged 
that  resulted  in  the  sexual  absti¬ 
nence  movement  gaining 
momentum  and  support* 
Hester  said. 

"A  large  number  of  stu¬ 
dents  accepted  the  option  of 
remaining  sexually  abstinent 
until  marriage,  expressed 
those  beliefs  and  influenced 
other  teenagers  whb  were 
making  decisions  about  their 
sexual  behavior. " 

Ross  said  the  drop  in  rates 
does  not  prove  True  Love 
Waits  made  die  difference,  but 
the  movement's  impact  is 
worth  considering.  He  also 
nofed  in  the  January  issue  of 


sex  education  received  more 
than  four  times  die  funding  of 
abstinence  education  even  dur¬ 
ing  the  Bush  administration. 
Guttmacher  attributed  100  per¬ 
cent  of  the  blame  to  the 
approach  that  received  only  25 
percent  of  die  money,  she  said. 

"Research  unmistakably 


of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  launched  True 
Love  Waits,  teen  pregnancy 
rates  had  increased  steadily 
for  20  years. 

"At  the  time,  information 
about  contraception  and  safe 
sex  practices  was  all  our  teens 
had  heard  for  some  time.  That's 


work,  lumps  together  all 
teenagers  who  nave  ever 
made  a  pledge  related  to 
abstinence,  including  many 
who  made  pledges  after 
"weak,  brief  and  entirely  sec¬ 
ular  programs  in  schools  and 
community  organizations." 


True  Love  Waits  is  set 
apart,  Ross  said,  because 
those  who  keep  the  promise 
to  remain  sexually  abstinent 
until  marriage  "have  moved 
beyond  moralistic  therapeutic 
deism"  to  an  intimate  rela¬ 
tionship  with  Jesus  Christ 
keeping  the  pledge  by  the 
power  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

"But  after  years  of  strong 
support  for  purity  campaigns, 
some  churches  and  some 
youth  leaders  have  moved  on 
to  other  things.  I  am  not  at  all 
surprised  that  teen  pregnancy 
rates  now  are  creeping  up 
again,"  said  Ross,  a  professor 
of  student  ministry  at 
Southwestern  Baptist 

Theological  Seminary. 

Hester  said  the  recent  efforts 
to  eliminate  federal  funding  of 
abstinence  education  programs 
should  be  met  with  a  response 
by  churches. 

"Since  one  segment  of  the 
abstinence  movement  is  strug¬ 
gling  with  funding  to  carry  the 
message  to  students,  church 
leaders,  parents  and  leaders  in 
student  organizations  provide 
the  best  means  of  keeping  the 
message  before  today's  stu¬ 
dents,  Hester  said. 

"This  is  especially  true  for 
student  pastors  and  volunteer 
leaders  in  the  church  who  can 
provide  opportunities  to  edu¬ 
cate  students  on  the  biblical 
truths  of  keeping  sex  within  the 
marriage  relationship,  offering 
times  to  make  a  commitment  to 
sexual  abstinence  until  mar¬ 
riage,  and  supporting  students 
in  those  commitments." 


